
FIINDING coNteNt

What do you want your audience to learn from reading your publication?  
That’s what you should keep in mind when you are collecting stuff to put in  
your publication. Remember that a publication is “the communication of 
something to an audience”. So what is it that you are going to communicate?

As a publication designer you will be expected to source photography, illustration 
and sometimes even stories (articles, text). To do this, you will need practice in 
brainstorming ideas for the best solution. This exercise will help you do that.



SteP 1

List 3 to 5 things you want your target market to know AFTER they’ve read your 
publication. For example, if I was creating a publication that would promote green 
design to graphic designers, I might like them to know the following:

1.  That using recycled paper is good for the environment

2.  That considering the environment when designing is 
worthwhile and cool

3.  That green design does not have to look  “hippie”

Once you’ve listed your 3-5 things, move onto the next step. If you are having 
trouble doing this, email me and tell me your major subject topic.



SteP 3

Once you have your list of “things to know”, try to list 3 ways that you can 
imagine telling your audience this information. For example:

1.  That using recycled 
paper is good for  
the environment

2.  That considering 
the environment 
when designing is 
worthwhile and cool

3.  That green design 
does not have to  
look  “hippie”

A.  Show some figures in graphical form

B.  Photographs of an old-growth forest and/or a plantation

C. An article about this

A.  An interview with a designer who is environmentally sound

B. examples of their work

C.  A story about how the future will look if we don’t start designing in an environmental manner

A.  examples of great green design
 
B.  Options available to designers in paper and ink options (table or list)

C. Swatches of actual paper



SteP 4

Now that I have this list, it will act almost like a shopping list, or to-do list of stuff 
I need to find. I would first look at the INFOTRAC database (link from the blog 
in RESEARCH) and do some searches on the STORY or ARTICLES that you are 
after. Then, once you’ve found an article, try to find an image to go with it.

So, I would do a search in Google, on INFOTRAC or at the library. for the 
following two articles:
1. An article about recycled paper 
2. An interview with a designer who is environmentally sound

If you are having trouble finding articles, please go and see the librarian. 


